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Now, Avery’s lawyer,
Kathleen Zellner, is seeking
to seize on the momentum

Wrecking the planet with greed?

YAZEED KAMALDIEN

ENVIRONMENTAL

films screaming about the
Earth's collapse are a dime
a dozen, leaving audiences
momentarily shocked but
ultimately getting on with
business as usual.

Dutch documentary film-
maker Renée Scheltema,
who has lived in Cape Town
since the 1990s, wanted to
make a film that would have
adifferent impact. “This film
is for somebody who knows
something is wrong and
wants to do something about
it,” he said.

Scheltema’s film warns
viewers about environmental
challenges but also offers
solutions from different parts
of the world.

She spent several years on
the film, now being screened
at the Labia cinema in Cape
Town. It will also have a run

at The Bioscope cinema in
Johannesburg next month.

For a year, Scheltema

travelled around the world
to interview economists,
environmentalists and

various people involved in

projects that lessen the impact

on the environment.

A woman who raises
awareness about how plastic
is having a devastating impact
on the environment is an
example of one person in the
film driving change.

Scheltema points to the
global economic system with
its interest-based philosophy
that places individuals and
governments in debt for

lengthy periods.
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80 you can exchange services

Dutch documentary forces us to examine our daily living habits

that you enjoy. You can also
trade goods with each other.
“There can also be more
ecological currencies. An
example is how very poor
people are rewarded to collect
trash and plastic. M as
“The plastic willgotoa .
recyclingdepotandtheywill  |gQye
get food and bus tickets. If
they can get shelter then they Sou
don’t need money.
Scheltema might sound
like an idealist but her film SAMEE]
shows examples where eco-
currencies exist successfully. MI CAS
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The planet’s resources are
declining but consumption




